indirectly it is, nevertheless, French colonial policies and contemporary geopolitical designs that have determined the course of the small island nation. This applies, above all, to the case of Mayotte, which is discussed in a separate chapter. In general, however, there can hardly be any meaningful appreciation of the challenges facing Comoros in isolation from the shadows cast by France.
Together with its giant eastern neighbor, the Union of Comoros is one of the poorest countries on earth, mainly surviving on remittances by the emigrant diaspora and grants by the Arab Gulf countries. In contrast to Madagascar, it has no mineral resources, no modern infrastructure and no industrial base. Although Comoros is located at the northern entrance of the 'western petroleum highway' through the Mozambique Channel, every year several thousand international supertankers and container ships pass by without any tangible benefits accruing to the country. Similarly, within sight and at a low cost European and Asian trawlers and purse seiners ply the ocean for tuna and other oceanic fish beyond the reach of the Comorian artisanal fishermen. Barring the windfall of oil or gas discoveries, the economic outlook for the culturally rich, but politically unstable Indian Ocean nation remains bleak. Meanwhile, the lack of perspectives and planning stand out. In a candid assessment of the economy, the African Development Bank, the oecd, the undp
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